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Technical Appendix 11.1: Visual Impact 
Assessments at VPs 

 

11.1a Visual Receptor Sensitivity 

Visual sensitivity is a two-sided analysis of receptor susceptibility (people or groups of people) versus the value of the 

view on offer at a particular location. To assess the susceptibility of viewers and the amenity value of views, the assessor 

uses a range of criteria and provides a four-point weighting scale to indicate how strongly the viewer/view is associated 

with each of the criterion identified in Section 11.2.5 above.  

Table A11.1: Visual Receptor Sensitivity   

Scale of Value for each criterion 

Strong association Moderate association Mild association Negligible association 

    

  

Values associated with the view 
V

P
1

 

V
P

2
 

V
P

3
 

V
P

4
 

V
P

5
 

V
P

6
 

V
P

7
 

V
P

8
 

V
P

9
 

V
P

1
0
 

V
P

1
1
 

V
P

1
2
 

V
P

1
3
 

V
P

1
4
 

V
P

1
5
 

Susceptibility of viewers to changes in 

views 

               

Recognised scenic value of the view                
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Values associated with the view 
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Integrity of the landscape character within 

the view  

               

Sense of place at the viewing location                 

Sense of awe                

Overall sensitivity assessment  HM H ML M H ML H M H M M M ML HM M 

N = Negligible; L = low sensitivity; ML = medium-low sensitivity M = medium sensitivity; HM = High-medium 

sensitivity; H = high sensitivity; VH = very high sensitivity 
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Values associated with the view 
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Sense of awe                

Overall sensitivity assessment  ML ML L ML ML ML L ML ML ML VH H L M ML 

 

11.1b Magnitude of Visual Effects at Viewshed Reference Points 

1. Viewshed Reference Point 2. Direction of 

View 

3. Distance to 

nearest turbine: 

4. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible: 

5. VP1 6. Local Road at Meenagrauv 7. SSW 8. 17.4 km 9. 13 

10. Representative of: • Cumulative views 

11. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

12. High medium 

13. Existing View 14. This is a vast and elevated panoramic view to the southwest from adjacent to the 

Meenanilta Windfarm, which lies to the rear of the viewer at this location. The view takes in 

a large area of marginal grazing in the descending foreground slopes, which soon gives 

way to extensive commercial conifer plantations with some improved grassland between. 

A settled agricultural valley lies to the east, whilst the rugged profile of the Bluestacks 

range dominates the southward view. The existing Barnesmore turbines can just be made 

out on the skyline ridge at a point where steeply undulating peaks give way to a section of 

flatter skyline further south i.e. to the left of the Barnesmore Gap.     

15. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

16.  

17. The proposed repower turbines will rise to a noticeably greater height above the skyline 

than their existing counterparts. The proposed turbines will also be seen with a relatively 

low degree of contrast against the sky but the larger and thicker components will be more 

discernible. Though there are fewer proposed turbines than existing ones the visual 

presence of the development is increased and it is more likely to draw the eye, albeit as a 

distant background feature of a vast panorama. Whereas the existing turbines are deemed 

to have a minimal visual presence in this view, the proposed turbines have a visual 

presence in the order of sub-dominant to minimal. 

18. Aesthetically there is a minor degree of visual clutter from several instances of overlapping 

turbines, but the array is generally evenly spaced and the profile mimic that of the 

underlying section of ridge. Any intricacies of turbine spacing tend to be strongly diluted by 

the considerable viewing distance. 

19. Overall, the magnitude of visual impact for the proposed development is considered to be 

Low-negligible.   

20. Summary 21. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

22.  23. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

24. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

25. Significance of Visual Impact 

26.  27. High medium 28. Low-negligible  29. Slight-imperceptible 
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30. Viewshed Reference Point 31. Direction of 

View 

32. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

33. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

34. VP2 35. Donegal Way - Slí na Finne at Kilrean 36. S 37. 14.6 km 38. 0 

39. Representative of: • An area of Especially High Scenic Amenity in the CDP 

• An Amenity feature (Donegal Way) 

40. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

41. High 

42. Existing View 43. This is a striking view of the Bluestacks range looking into the steeper and naturalistic 

heart of the mountains from its more moderate farmed slopes to the northeast. The fore-to-

middle ground of this view consists of an upland valley of good and marginal grazing 

loosely defined by a scrubby tree-lined hedgerow pattern. Some forestry occurs on steeper 

transitional slopes and mountain moorland takes over on upper slopes and ridges.    

44. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

45.  

46. Only minute blade tips from around 2-3 of the proposed repowered Windfarm are 

potentially visible from here above the undulating skyline ridge. These are very unlikely to 

be noticed by a casual observer and will consequently have no material impact on the 

visual amenity enjoyed from within this valley and particularly from the Donegal Way.   

47. The magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be negligible. 

48. Summary 49. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

50.  51. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

52. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

53. Significance of Visual Impact 

54.  55. High 56. Negligible 57. Imperceptible 

 

 

58. Viewshed Reference Point 59. Direction of 

View 

60. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

61. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

62. VP3 63. N15 at Ballybofey 64. SW 65. 15.8 km 66. 7 

67. Representative of: • Centre of Population 

• Major route 

68. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

69. Medium low 

70. Existing View 71. This is a relatively channelled and contained view from an elevated section of the N15 on 

its southward approach into the settlement of Ballybofey, which generally occupies the 

lower portions of the valley downhill to south.  The view is contained on the left hand side 

of the road by mature broadleaf trees and by slightly uphill dwellings to the right hand side. 
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58. Viewshed Reference Point 59. Direction of 

View 

60. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

61. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

Above and between the tops of further mature trees on alignment with the road, sections 

of distant skyline ridge can be glimpsed to the southwest. 

72. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

73.  

This is an ‘illustrative view’ where even the wireframe image is indicating limited potential 

visibility (partial blade sets) of the proposed turbines above the distant skyline ridge. In 

reality (photomontage view), these turbines are fully screened by foreground vegetation 

and will have even less potential for visibility further downslope towards the centre of the 

village. Thus, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be negligible from here.  

74. Summary 75. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

76.  77. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

78. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

79. Significance of Visual Impact 

80.  81. Medium low 82. Negligible  83. Imperceptible 

 

 

84. Viewshed Reference Point 85. Direction of 

View 

86. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

87. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

88. VP4 89. Local road junction with N15 Northwest of 

Site 
90. SE 91. 2.2 km 92. 4 

93. Representative of: • Local Community views 

•  Major route 

94. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

95. Medium 

96. Existing View 97. This is a cross-valley, uphill view from just south of the Barnesmore Gap. This is one of 

several local access roads that spur from the N15 national road between Barnesmore Gap 

and Donegal Town and there is a modest number of dwellings (around 30) that enjoy 

similar easterly views across the valley. Beyond the N15 carriageway in the foreground is 

a band of mature riparian vegetation tracking the watercourse at the base of the valley. 

Rising above this vegetation is a combination of conifer plantation to the right and rugged 

mountain moorland to the left. The view is contained by the near skyline of the 

Croaghnameal uplands, whereupon around 8 of the existing Barnesmore wind turbines 

rise to varying degrees and at a modest scale in silhouette against the sky.       

98. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

99.  

100. A similar number of the proposed turbines (7) will also rise to varying degrees above the 

same section of skyline as their existing counterparts, albeit only one full blade set is 

revealed compared to three blade sets from the existing Windfarm. The proposed 

repowering turbines are noticeably larger in scale, however, due to their further setback 

from the brow of the ridge compared to the nearest existing turbines, the overall visual 

envelope is not drastically increased. Whereas the existing turbines are considered to 
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84. Viewshed Reference Point 85. Direction of 

View 

86. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

87. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

have a visual presence in the order of sub-dominant, the proposed turbines will be co-

dominant within this view.   

101. Aesthetically, the existing turbines are marginally preferable because the clear visibility of 

three blade sets lends more legibility to the array and draws attention from the blades of 

other turbines rotating against the skyline. By comparison, all but one of the visible 

proposed turbines will rotate against the skyline ridge. It is not considered that the 

increased size of the proposed turbines appears over-scaled in this broad landscape 

context – certainly no more than the existing turbines appear under-scaled in the same 

context. 

102. For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact of the proposed turbines 

relative to the existing turbines is only considered to be Low.         

103. Summary 104. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

105.  106. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

107. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

108. Significance of Visual Impact 

109.  110. Medium 111. Low 112. Slight 

 

 

113. Viewshed Reference Point 114. Direction of 

View 

115. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

116. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

117. VP5 118. N15 Scenic View at Lough Mourne 119. SSW 120. 6.8 km 121. 9 

122. Representative of: • A designated scenic view 

• Major route 

123. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

124. High 

125. Existing View 126. This is a view from the N15 between sections of roadside vegetation across the nearby 

Lough Mourne which occupies the lion’s share of the fore-to-middle ground context. Also 

noteworthy in the middle distance beyond the Lough is the distinctive Barnesmore Gap, 

which presents as a noticeable void in the undulating skyline. Also beyond the Lough to 

the south are mixed slopes of commercial conifer plantation and rugged mountain 

moorland topped by the partial blade sets of around 8 of the Barnesmore Windfarm 

turbines. These turbines sit on a comparatively flat section of the ridge to the left of a 

domed peak that marks the left flank of Barnesmore Gap - the other side being flanked by 

the steeply ascending slopes of the Bluestacks range.   

127. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

129. The proposed turbines will be considerably more prominent than the existing turbines on 

the basis that more of them are visible (12), they have a considerably increased vertical 

and horizontal visual envelope and the larger turbine components have a generally more 

muscular form in silhouette against the sky. Thus, the existing turbines, which have a 
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113. Viewshed Reference Point 114. Direction of 

View 

115. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

116. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

128.  

visual presence in the order of sub-dominant will be replaced by turbines that have a co-

dominant visual presence within this scene.  

130. Aesthetically, although the larger proposed turbines have a stronger visual imprint, they 

also have improved legibility with the majority of the blade sets rotating freely above the 

skyline and a profile that broadly matches that of the subtly undulating ridgeline. There is a 

minor degree of visual clutter associated with the overlapping of some turbines.  

131. In a thematic sense, the proposed turbines increase the scale and intensity of built 

development within a scene that is otherwise characterised by little such development 

other than the contribution of the existing Barnesmore turbines. That is not to say that the 

turbines appear over-scaled within the context of this broad upland landscape. 

132. In terms of the integrity of Barnesmore Gap, it is important to note that the nearest 

proposed turbine lies just to the left of the base of the distinctive dome shaped peak that 

serves as the marker and sentry to the Gap. The profile of the windfarm also remains 

subservient to the same domed peak. For these reasons, it is not considered that the 

proposed windfarm unduly imposes on, or compromises, the integrity of this iconic 

landscape feature.  

133. Overall, the increase in visual impact from the proposed repowering turbines is deemed to 

be Medium low.   

134. Summary 135. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

136.  137. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

138. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

139. Significance of Visual Impact 

140.  141. High 142. Medium low 143. Moderate 

 

 

144. Viewshed Reference Point 145. Direction of 

View 

146. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

147. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

148. VP6 149. Local road at Meenbog 150. SW 151. 6.9 km 152. 10 

153. Representative of: • Local Community Views 

154. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

155. Medium low 

156. Existing View 157. This is a south-westerly view across a relatively homogenous upland plateau landscape 

that comprises of a mix of marshy scrub in the lower reaches surrounded by moderate 

slopes of marginal farmland, forestry and blanket bog. Several undulating peaks can be 

seen on the middle distance skyline. The existing Barnesmore turbines are not visible from 

here.   
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144. Viewshed Reference Point 145. Direction of 

View 

146. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

147. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

158. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

159.  

160. Around 7 of the proposed turbines blade sets will be visible above the forested skyline 

ridge in the middle distance along with the blades of a further 2-3 turbines. They are seen 

in a consolidated group at a relatively modest scale from this distance and in this broad 

upland plateau context. The turbines will be a distinctive built feature in this otherwise 

relatively undeveloped scene and overall, they are considered to have a visual presence in 

the order of co-dominant to sub-dominant.  

161. Aesthetically, there are some minor instances of turbine overlap and blades rotating on the 

skyline ridge, but these attributes tend to be diluted by the consolidated grouping and 

relatively even spacing of turbines, which also have a profile that is consistent with the 

underlying ridge. Although the turbines will increase the intensity of built development in 

this view, wind turbines are a familiar feature of the upland landscapes in this part of 

Donegal and they do not appear out of place in this scene. 

For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low.       

162. Summary 163. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

164.  165. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

166. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

167. Significance of Visual Impact 

168.  169. Medium low 170. Low 171. Slight 

 

 

172. Viewshed Reference Point 173. Direction of 

View 

174. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

175. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

176. VP7 177. Bluestacks Way at Sallows 178. ESE 179. 17.3 km 180. 0 

181. Representative of: • An area of Especially High Scenic Amenity in the CDP 

• An Amenity feature (Donegal Way) 

182. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

183. High 

184. Existing View 185. This is a vast panoramic view from the south-western extents of the Bluestacks range, 

which shares many similarities with VP2, which is from the opposite end of the Bluestacks. 

The lower fore-to-middle ground consists of marginal upland grazing on steep slopes with 

extensive conifer plantations taking over on flatter and likely poorly drained ground in the 

base of the valley. Beyond is a series of south-westerly declining ridges with a similar 

combination of extensive land use and very light settlement pattern. In the far distance can 

be seen the turbines from the Meenadreen Windfarm straddling the skyline ridge.  

186. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

188. The full blade of one turbine and blade tips of two others can be seen rising just above the 

skyline ridge to the left of the Meenadreen turbines. At this distance, with this degree of 

screening and in the context of this vast vista, the proposed turbines are unlikely to be 

noticed by a casual observer. If they are noticed, they will appear at first glance to form a 
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172. Viewshed Reference Point 173. Direction of 

View 

174. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

175. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

187.  

small part of the distant Meenadreen Windfarm development. Only on close inspection 

might there be any sense of scale / context confusion with the smaller and more distant 

Meenadreen turbines – i.e. that they are separate developments. Nonetheless, visual 

presence or the lack of it is the key consideration here and consequently, the magnitude of 

visual impact is judged to be negligible.    

189. Summary 190. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

191.  192. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

193. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

194. Significance of Visual Impact 

195.  196. High 197. Negligible  198. Imperceptible 

 

 

199. Viewshed Reference Point 200. Direction of 

View 

201. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

202. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

203. VP8 204. Local Road at Toughboy 205. SW 206. 8.6 km 207. 9 

208. Representative of: • Local Community Views 

209. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

210. Medium 

211. Existing View 212. This is a sweeping panoramic view across a broad and shallow upland valley that is 

contained in a matrix of natural grassland in the foreground and forestry and improved 

grazing in regular geometric fields across the middle ground. Beyond a forested ridge that 

substantially contains the westerly view can be seen the tallest peaks of the Bluestacks 

range in the distance. The existing Barnesmore Windfarm is not visible from here due to 

screening by the middle distance forested ridge. 

213. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

214.  

215. Seven of the proposed repowering turbines will be partially visible above the forested 

middle distance skyline. These reveal partial blade sets in silhouette above the skyline at a 

modest scale from this viewing distance. The turbines are a distinctive built feature in this 

landscape where only a few isolated farmsteads appear among the farmed and forested 

landscape. However they are considerably screened and only a modest scale feature of a 

broad view. On balance their visual presence is deemed to be sub-dominant. 

216. Aesthetically, the view of partial turbine blade sets rotating on the forested skyline is not as 

legible as a more open view of full blade sets might be, this is balanced by their modest 

scale contribution to the overall view. The section of skyline in question is not particularly 

distinctive and the view of the Bluestacks peaks remains unimpeded.  

Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low.      

217. Summary 218. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 
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199. Viewshed Reference Point 200. Direction of 

View 

201. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

202. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

219.  220. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

221. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

222. Significance of Visual Impact 

223.  224. Medium 225. Low 226. Slight 

 

 

227. Viewshed Reference Point 228. Direction of 

View 

229. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

230. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

231. VP9 232. Bluestack Way at Greenan 233. ESE 234. 8.3 km 235. 13 

236. Representative of: • Designated scenic view 

• Amenity and Heritage Feature 

237. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

238. High 

239. Existing View 240. This is a broad and picturesque view over Lough Eske from the eastern extents of the 

Bluestacks range on the Bluestacks Way national way-marked route. The descending 

slopes in the foreground consist of marginal grazing forestry and woodland with only 

occasional dwellings. Lough Eske in the lower middle ground is the focus of this view and 

on the hummocky opposing slopes can be seen an intricate network of fields, treelines and 

rural residences concentrated around the lough. A separate moorland ridge rises further 

beyond and the turbines of the Barnesmore Windfarm are tightly stacked above it to the 

left of the slightly larger, but more substantially screened turbines from the Meenadreen 

Windfarm further along the same ridge.     

241. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

242.  

243. The proposed repowering turbines are all substantially visible from here with full blade sets 

generally rising above the skyline ridge. They are seen at a considerably larger scale than 

their existing counterparts and indeed, the Meenadreen turbines further to the south. The 

turbines present at a scale that commands attention, but does not dominate in such a 

broad view and in the context of Lough Eske, which remains the focus of the view. Thus, 

the visual presence of the proposed turbines is deemed to be co-dominant to sub-

dominant. 

244. Aside from several instances of turbine overlap that generate a small degree of visual 

clutter. The proposed windfarm has a strong degree of legibility with its turbines rising and 

rotating freely above the skyline with a gently undulating profile that mimics the underlying 

ridge. From this distance, the three-dimensional layout is lost to the viewer and the 

arrangement appears linear. However, this is acceptable because the depth of the plateau 

site is also less apparent than the strong linear ridge that hosts the turbines. 

245. The repowered windfarm will replace a smaller, but more intensive stacking of twice as 

many existing turbines and will form a visually and thematically legible backdrop to this 

complex vista across a landscape that is settled, managed and naturalistic in equal 

measure. The most important features of the view, being the peaks of the Bluestacks 

range to the north and Lough Eske in the lower middle distance are not impeded or unduly 
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227. Viewshed Reference Point 228. Direction of 

View 

229. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

230. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

intruded upon by the proposed turbines, which lie in a section of the view where wind 

energy development is already and established feature. 

For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Medium-

low.      

246. Summary 247. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

248.  249. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

250. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

251. Significance of Visual Impact 

252.  253. High 254. Medium low 255. Moderate 

 

 

256. Viewshed Reference Point 257. Direction of 

View 

258. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

259. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

260. VP10 261. Local road at Tawnaghlahan 262. E 263. 3.9 km 264. 11 

265. Representative of: • Local Community Views 

266. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

267. Medium 

268. Existing View 269. This is an elevated vista from a very quiet local access road to the north of Lough Eske. 

Unlike most of the dwellings that line local roads in the vicinity, the small number of 

dwellings served by this road are not arranged to take in views across the Lough. Instead 

they avail of cross-valley views to the southeast and down-valley views to the southwest. 

The foreground context consists of early stage mixed species woodland with rugged 

mountain moorland emerging on the opposing slopes of the valley. On the higher and 

more undulating sections of the opposing ridgeline, above and between foreground 

treetops, can be seen around 8 of the turbines of the Barnesmore Windfarm.     

270. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

271.  

272. The proposed repowering turbines will be considerably more noticeable than their existing 

counterparts when viewed from here as there is more of them visible (all 13) and the 

development has a taller vertical visual envelope and longer lateral extent to the south. 

Nonetheless, the proposed turbines still remain peripheral to the main cross-valley and 

down-valley viewing directions to the south. Whereas the existing Barnesmore Windfarm is 

considered to have a subdominant to minimal visual presence within this broad vista, the 

proposed repower windfarm increases visual presence to between co-dominant and sub-

dominant.    

273. Aesthetically, the proposed windfarm is seen in an unambiguous manner with the nearest 

4-5 blade sets rotating freely above the skyline and thereby improving the legibility of those 

beyond, which rotate on the skyline. The turbines are not dominating in terms of scale in 

their broad upland context and the profile of the scheme matches that of the undulating 

underlying ridge. These attributes are balanced against a noticeable increase in the scale 



Barnesmore Windfarm Repowering  December 2019 
EIAR 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ScottishPower Renewables  Page 12 

256. Viewshed Reference Point 257. Direction of 

View 

258. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

259. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

and intensity of built development within this quiet upland scene, albeit of a familiar form 

for such landscapes in this part of Donegal. 

Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Medium low.  

274. Summary 275. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

276.  277. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

278. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

279. Significance of Visual Impact 

280.  281. Medium 282. Medium low 283. Moderate slight 

 

 

284. Viewshed Reference Point 285. Direction of 

View 

286. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

287. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

288. VP11 Biddy O’Barnes Public House 289. SE 290. 2.1 km 291. 3 

292. Representative of: • Local Community Views 

293. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

294. Medium 

295. Existing View 296. This is a relatively enclosed setting deep within the Lowerymore River valley at the 

southern end of Barnesmore Gap. It is immediately outside Biddy O’Banes pub, which is 

something of a local landmark having served as an Inn and refuge for those travelling 

through the Gap for hundreds of years. In the immediate foreground is mature riparian 

vegetation lining the Lowerymore River the base of the valley with conifer planting just 

above. The uphill view to the southeast takes in steep and rugged mountain moorland 

topped by around 6 of the existing Barnesmore turbines, which rise above the skyline ridge 

to varying degrees.   

297. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

298.  

299. One full blade set, two partial blade sets and two blade tips from the proposed repower 

turbines can be seen rising above the skyline ridge at a more prominent scale than their 

existing counterparts. The lateral extent of the existing and proposed schemes is 

comparable as is the partial degree to which turbines are visible. However, the proposed 

turbines are of a considerably larger scale and thus, the vertical envelope of development 

is noticeably increased. The intensity of development is somewhat balanced by the fact 

that fewer turbines from the proposed development can be seen above the ridge 

compared to the existing windfarm, but the visual presence is still considered to be 

increased from sub-dominant co-dominant.   

300. Aesthetically, it is considered that the simple view of three larger blade sets above the 

skyline ridge is marginally preferable to the less cohesive view of the existing turbines 

rising sporadically and to differing degrees above the ridgeline. However, there is a 

noticeable increase in the scale of built development in this relatively quiet upland valley 

setting. 
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284. Viewshed Reference Point 285. Direction of 

View 

286. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

287. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

On balance, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to increase from the baseline 

situation, but only to a Low degree.    

301. Summary 302. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

303.  304. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

305. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

306. Significance of Visual Impact 

307.  308. Medium 309. Low 310. Slight 

 

 

311. Viewshed Reference Point 312. Direction of 

View 

313. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

314. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

315. VP12 316. R262 at Meenagran 317. E 318. 19.3 km 319. 9 

320. Representative of: • Major route 

321. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

322. Medium 

323. Existing View 324. This is a vast panoramic view for those travelling south on the R262 as it crosses the 

western end of the Bluestacks range. This viewpoint is also slightly to the south of where 

the Bluestacks Way enters briefly onto this relatively busy regional road. The downhill view 

to the southeast consists of a broad and gently undulating tapestry of marginal grazing in 

the foreground with forest plantations and more regular farmed fields emerging on lower 

ground. A series of long southwest declining ridgelines cloaked in forestry and mountain 

moorland stack together in perspective and on the furthest of these can be seen numerous 

turbines from the extensive Meenadreen Windfarm. The existing Barnesmore Windfarm in 

not discernible from here.   

325. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

326.  

327. All of the proposed turbines will be potentially visible in the far distance, rising above a 

nearer skyline ridge than the one hosting the Meenadreen Windfarm, which emerges 

slightly further to the right. It should be noted that the turbines do not actually occupy the 

skyline ridge they appear above – they occupy the one beyond, which is otherwise 

screened. The proposed turbines present partial blade sets at a small scale, against a 

backdrop of sky which will offer a low degree of visual contrast. In the context of this vast 

vista, which includes the main Bluestacks peaks to the north and seaward views to the 

south, the proposed windfarm has a minimal visual presence. 

328. The view of multiple turbine blade sets overlapping with each other whilst also rotating on 

a skyline ridge is not ideal in an aesthetic sense, however, such effects are strongly diluted 

by viewing distance and the low degree of contrast against the sky. Furthermore, wind 

turbines are already an established feature of this section of the distant view, which lies 

between the key aspects of the view, being the mountains and the sea. 

Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low-negligible.    
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311. Viewshed Reference Point 312. Direction of 

View 

313. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

314. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

329. Summary 330. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

331.  332. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

333. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

334. Significance of Visual Impact 

335.  336. Medium  337. Low negligible 338. Slight-imperceptible  

 

 

339. Viewshed Reference Point 340. Direction of 

View 

341. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

342. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

343. VP13 344. B72 at Killen 345. W 346. 19.6 km 347. 13 

348. Representative of: • Major route 

• Centre of Population (Killen) 

349. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

350. Medium Low 

351. Existing View 352. This is a broad lowland vista to the southwest across rolling farmland. There is a pleasant 

pastoral character within the fore-to-middle ground context due to the tapestry of fields and 

hedgerows and the subtle containment by a nearby hilltop. In the far distance can be seen 

a rolling ridge of predominantly commercial forestry with the peaks of the Bluestacks range 

visible even further beyond. Some of the turbines from both the Meenadreen and 

Barnesmore Windfarms are faintly discernible above the forested section of skyline ridge. 

353. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

354.  

355. All of the proposed turbines are visible from here to varying degrees above the distant 

forested ridgeline just to the right of the visible Meenadreen turbines. Like the existing and 

barely discernible turbines, they will have a low degree of visual contrast against the 

backdrop of sky. The proposed turbines are seen at a modest, but noticeable scale from 

this distance and with a reasonable lateral extent. They appear marginally taller than the 

Meenadreen turbines due to their relative elevation and height and despite being slightly 

further away. In the context of this broad scene, the proposed turbines are considered to 

have a sub-dominant visual impact where their existing counterparts have only a minimal 

visual presence. 

356. This is a relatively clear and comprehensible view of the proposed turbines lining the ridge 

in series of loosely spaced linear clusters, albeit with some overlap between individual 

turbines contributing to a minor degree of visual clutter. They are more noticeable than the 

Meenadreen turbines and if the latter are even noticed, the perception will be that they all 

form part of a singular development. The proposed turbines do not appear at all 

inconsistent with the nature of this productive rural scene which already contains a distant 

backdrop of wind turbines. 

357. Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low-negligible.   
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339. Viewshed Reference Point 340. Direction of 

View 

341. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

342. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

358. Summary 359. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

360.  361. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

362. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

363. Significance of Visual Impact 

364.  365. Medium low 366. Low-negligible  367. Slight-imperceptible 

 

 

368. Viewshed Reference Point 369. Direction of 

View 

370. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

371. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

372. VP14 373. Bluestacks Way at Lough Eske 374. E 375. 7.1 km 376. 12 

377. Representative of: • Amenity and Heritage feature 

378. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

379. High medium 

380. Existing View 381. This is a broad vista directly across Lough Eske from its western bank looking east. 

Beyond the substantial waterbody that dominates the fore-to-middle ground of the scene is 

a low hummocky hillside and ridge that hosts a dense scattering of rural residential 

dwellings that take advantage of opposing views across the Lough. These slopes also 

contain small agricultural fields patches of woodland and coniferous tree lines that serve 

as amenity and shelter for the numerous residences. Further beyond are the higher 

moorland slopes and undulating ridge of the Croaghnameal uplands. Upon this ridgeline 

can be seen around half of the turbines from the Barnesmore Windfarm with varying 

degrees of exposure from full turbines to blade tips. Several of the turbines from the 

Meenadreen also rise just above the skyline ridge further to the south (left).     

382. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

383.  

384. All of the proposed repowering turbines will be visible from here and like their existing 

counterparts, some will be fully visible whilst others reveal only blade tips. The proposed 

turbines will occupy a broader lateral extent as well as a considerably higher vertical 

envelope than the existing windfarm. Despite having a stronger visual presence than the 

existing windfarm it is not proportionally dominant on the skyline ridge and forms part of 

the backdrop to the main focus of this view which is Lough Eske. Overall the visual 

presence of the proposed windfarm is considered to be co-dominant within this view, 

whereas the existing turbines are in the order of sub-dominant. 

385. Aside from two overlapping clusters of turbines, the layout of the windfarm is linear and 

reasonably rhythmic when viewed from here and the undulating profile matches the form 

of the underlying ridge. The intensity of wind energy development is noticeably increased, 

but it is not a new element within this scene and does not unduly detract from the fore-to-

middle ground context of Lough Eske and its surrounding slopes of settled farmland. 

Contextually, the proposed turbines do not appear out of place or out of scale in this 

landscape setting, however, there is a slightly stronger sense of enclosure and the skyline 

ridge feels slightly closer with its larger turbines than it does with the smaller existing 

turbines.   
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368. Viewshed Reference Point 369. Direction of 

View 

370. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

371. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

386. For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Medium 

low.  

387. Summary 388. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

389.  390. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

391. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

392. Significance of Visual Impact 

393.  394. High medium 395. Medium low 396. Moderate 

 

 

397. Viewshed Reference Point 398. Direction of 

View 

399. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

400. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

401. VP15 402. N15 South-west of Site 403. ENE 404. 5.5 km 405. 10 

406. Representative of: • A Designated Scenic Route 

• A major route 

407. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

408. Medium 

409. Existing View 410. This is a relatively channelled view along the corridor of the N15 for northbound road users 

just short of the Lough Eske turnoff, the signs for which can be seen on the left hand side 

of the road around 100 m away. The road is enclosed on both sides by a linear band of 

mature woodland, however this elevated section of the road affords partial views of a more 

extensive landscape of first settled farmland and then mountain moorland beyond to the 

east. On the undulating skyline ridge can be seen around 16 of the Barnesmore turbines at 

a modest scale. Aside from the nearest 2-3 turbines, which are fully revealed, the 

remainder tend to expose only blade sets and partial blade sets.  

411. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

412.  

413. Most of the proposed turbines are visible from here rising to a noticeably greater height 

than the existing turbines and with a slightly wider lateral extent along the ridge. The full 

blade sets of around half of the turbines will rotate freely above the skyline, whilst only 

partial blade sets of the others can be seen. The proposed turbines are more likely to draw 

the attention of viewers than their existing counterparts. The visual presence of the 

proposed turbines is deemed to be co-dominant within this visual setting compared to the 

sub-dominant visual presence of the existing turbines. 

414. Aesthetically, the proposed turbines generate some visual clutter and disharmony due to 

several instances of turbines overlapping and blades rotating on the skyline ridge. 

However these attributes are balanced by a layout that is reasonably rhythmic and 

cohesive and a profile that is consistent with the underlying ridge. The intensity of wind 

energy development is increased, but in the context of a busy national road corridor and a 

skyline ridge that has hosted wind turbines for the past two decades. 
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397. Viewshed Reference Point 398. Direction of 

View 

399. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

400. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

415. Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Medium low.        

416. Summary 417. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

418.  419. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

420. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

421. Significance of Visual Impact 

422.  423. Medium 424. Medium low 425. Moderate slight 

 

 

426. Viewshed Reference Point 427. Direction of 

View 

428. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

429. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

430. VP16 431. Local Road at Barnesmore 432. E 433. 3.5 km 434. 9 

435. Representative of: • Local Community Views 

436. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

437. Medium low 

438. Existing View 439. This view represents a cluster of dwellings that back into a rock outcrop to the west of the 

steep slopes that lead up to the Barnesmore Windfarm site and wider Croaghnameal 

uplands. The principle view for which they are oriented is to the north across a farmed and 

wooded valley that is framed by the distinctive Barnesmore Gap to the northeast. Further 

east of the Gap along the rugged and undulating ridge can be seen around 6 of the 

turbines from the Barnesmore Windfarm in silhouette against the sky. More prominent 

within this section of the view is a 110kV overhead line that crosses the foreground slope.    

440. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

441.  

442. Most of the proposed turbines will be visible from here, rising above the same section of 

ridgeline as the existing Barnesmore turbines. However they are seen at a more prominent 

scale due to their considerably greater height. Whilst the turbines are close to the 

alignment of the road they are peripheral to the principle view from surrounding dwellings. 

The proposed windfarm is considered to increase the visual presence of wind energy 

development at the Barnesmore site from sub-dominant to co-dominant within this setting. 

443. There is a minor degree of visual clutter generated by the proposed turbines due to a 

couple of instances of turbines overlapping with each other and also with the foreground 

electricity pylon. There are also several instances of blades rotating on the skyline. 

Otherwise, the turbines are seen in a cohesive linear group with a profile that is consistent 

with the topography below them. Importantly, it is considered that the turbines are a 

framing element to the principle viewing direction and not one that unduly detracts from the 

visually amenity enjoyed at this location. Furthermore, the proposed repowering 

development is an intensification of such development within this scene – not the 

introduction of it.      

Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is judged to be Medium low.     
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426. Viewshed Reference Point 427. Direction of 

View 

428. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

429. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

444. Summary 445. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

446.  447. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

448. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

449. Significance of Visual Impact 

450.  451. Medium low 452. Medium low 453. Moderate slight 

 

 

454. Viewshed Reference Point 455. Direction of 

View 

456. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

457. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

458. VP17 459. Causeway Walking route at Killeter 460. W 461. 15.9 km 462. 13 

463. Representative of: • A recreational amenity feature 

• A centre of population 

464. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

465. Medium low 

466. Existing View 467. This is a broad view across the flat base of a farmed valley just outside the village of 

Killeter. In the immediate foreground is a detached dwelling that is afforded the same view 

as from the road across pastoral fields defined by predominantly post and wire fencing in 

the valley floor and hedgerows on the modest slopes that rise in the middle distance to 

throughout the north-western quarters. Forestry is more prevalent on the higher slopes 

and ridges further to the west. Turbines from the nearby Church Hill Windfarm can be seen 

rising above the farmed ridge to the northwest.   

468. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

469.  

470. Most of the proposed turbines will be seen rising in silhouette beyond a middle distance 

forested ridgeline to varying degrees. They are seen at a modest scale from this distance 

and will present with a low degree of contrast against the sky even in clear viewing 

conditions. Consequently, the visual presence of the Development is deemed to be sub-

dominant.  

471. Aesthetically, there is some visual clutter generated by a series of overlapping turbines. 

However, such effects are strongly diluted by the considerable viewing distance and the 

profile of the development follows that of the underlying ridge even though it is not the 

ridge upon which they actually sit. This is a varied view across settled and productive 

farmland that also includes other wind farms and forestry and thus, the distant proposed 

turbines do not appear out of scale or context within this scene. 

For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low-

negligible.      

472. Summary 473. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 
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454. Viewshed Reference Point 455. Direction of 

View 

456. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

457. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

474.  475. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

476. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

477. Significance of Visual Impact 

478.  479. Medium low 480. Low-negligible  481. Slight 

 

 

482. Viewshed Reference Point 483. Direction of 

View 

484. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

485. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

486. VP18 487. N56 at Donegal Town 488. NE 489. 9.9 km 490. 13 

491. Representative of: • A major route 

• A centre of Population 

492. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

493. Low 

494. Existing View 495. This is a slightly elevated view from the N56 northern bypass of Donegal Town where the 

eye is principally drawn along the fall and rise of the broad road corridor for about 1 km to 

the east.  The road is framed by patches of mature broadleaf vegetation between which 

can be seen and undulating farmed landscape beyond to the north. Rising in the far 

distance are the tawny upland ridges of the north-eastern end of the Bluestacks Mountains 

and the plateau of the Croaghnameal uplands. Upon the latter can be seen the dense 

array of the small Barnesmore turbines to the left of a foreground clump of trees and the 

larger Meenadreen turbines to the right of the same trees.  

496. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

497.  

498. The proposed repowering turbines will fill the same visible section of the distant ridge as 

their existing counterparts, albeit the southernmost turbine is screened from view behind 

the clump of foreground trees. Whilst the lateral extent is comparable, the vertical 

envelope of the proposed development is considerably increased. Although there is fewer 

of them, the proposed turbines will increase the visual presence of Barnesmore turbines 

from sub-dominant / minimal for the existing scheme to co-dominant / sub-dominant for the 

proposed scheme.     

499. In this view the existing turbines appear as a bristle of whiskers on a chin and are almost 

under-scaled for the upland terrain context in which they sit, especially when seen in 

combination with the larger Meenadreen turbines further along the ridge. By comparison 

the fewer / larger proposed turbines are more overt, but less ambiguous and have a scale 

that appears more appropriate to the underlying landscape context. Nonetheless, they are 

also noticeably larger than the Meenadreen turbines which are at a comparable distance 

or slightly closer and this generates a minor degree of scale confusion. There are also a 

couple of instances of turbine overlap between the proposed turbines, which generates a 

degree of visual clutter, albeit without the intensity of the existing turbines. 

500. On balance of the visual presence and aesthetic factors outlined above, the magnitude of 

visual impact is deemed to be Medium-low   
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482. Viewshed Reference Point 483. Direction of 

View 

484. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

485. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

501. Summary 502. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

503.  504. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

505. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

506. Significance of Visual Impact 

507.  508. Low 509. Medium-low 510. Slight 

 

 

511. Viewshed Reference Point 512. Direction of 

View 

513. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

514. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

515. VP19 516. Local road at Croaghnakern 517. NNW 518. 3.7 km 519. 11 

520. Representative of: • Local Community Views 

521. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

522. Medium-low 

523. Existing View 524. This is a broad upland view across a gently rolling plateau landscape consisting of few 

simple elements. These include large commercial conifer plantations interspersed with 

moorland bog / cutover areas and frequently punctuated by the wind turbines from the 

Meenadreen Windfarm. The Meenadreen turbines are seen at vastly different scales 

relative to viewing distance with those furthest away to the north appearing at a relatively 

modest scale. Beyond these can be seen the partial blade sets of some of the Barnesmore 

turbines above a middle distance skyline ridge.     

525. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

526.  

527. The proposed repowering turbines will be seen with a comparable lateral extent across the 

section of middle distance ridgeline that the existing Barnesmore turbines currently 

occupy, albeit those to the left rise above a section of intervening forestry that masks the 

existing turbines. The vertical envelope is considerably greater for the proposed turbines, 

which are more prominent within the view, but in the context of much closer and more 

spatially dominating views of the nearest Meenadreen turbines. Indeed, the scale and 

positioning of the proposed turbines allows them to blend readily with three of the more 

distant Meenadreen turbines, such that they form a cohesive cluster. The intensity of wind 

energy development is noticeably increased, but less so the scale and extent. Thus, the 

visual presence of Barnesmore turbines is considered to increase from minimal to sub-

dominant with the proposed repowering project when seen in this context.   

528. Aesthetically, there is considerable merit in the fact that the proposed repowering turbines 

form a cohesive cluster with the aligned Meenadreen turbines. However, this also 

generates a degree of visual clutter from turbine overlapping. There may also be some 

scale / contextual confusion for those who examine the scene more closely, as the 

proposed turbines have a closely comparable scale to the considerably nearer 

Meenadreen turbines. This is caused by the variation in turbine height as well as 

comparative ground levels. 
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511. Viewshed Reference Point 512. Direction of 

View 

513. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

514. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

Overall it is considered that the proposed turbines will have a Low magnitude of visual 

impact in this scene which is already characterised by fore-to-middle ground wind turbines.   

529. Summary 530. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

531.  532. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

533. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

534. Significance of Visual Impact 

535.  536. Medium low 537. Low 538. Slight 

 

 

539. Viewshed Reference Point 540. Direction of 

View 

541. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

542. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

543. VP20 544. Donegal Town 545. NE 546. 10.5 km 547. 13 

548. Representative of: • A Centre of Population 

549. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

550. Medium low 

551. Existing View 552. This is a view from a well frequented playground and community centre facility within 

Donegal town that also affords intermittent views of the distant upland skyline to the 

northeast in the direction of Barnesmore Gap. Beyond the foreground community facility is 

a cycle track and residential housing estate. It is above and between the roofs and amenity 

trees within this housing estate that the distant mountain ridges can be observed. 

Occupying the undulating ridgeline is the dense bristle of Barnesmore turbines to the left of 

the foreground community centre building. To the right of the same building can be seen a 

dense cluster of around 4-5 nearer and larger turbines from the Meenadreen Windfarm 

masked among intervening tree tops.   

553. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

554.  

555. The proposed Barnesmore repowering turbines occupy the same section of ridgeline as 

their existing counterparts, albeit the south-easternmost turbine is screened by the 

intervening community centre building. Due to their increased height, the proposed 

turbines are more prominent within this scene, but still as a distant background feature. 

The visual presence of the proposed turbines will be sub-dominant within this scene in 

comparison to the existing turbines which are considered to be in the order of sub-

dominant / minimal. 

556. Aesthetically, the proposed turbines appear more appropriately scaled to their underlying 

landscape context of broad upland ridge than the existing turbines, which appear as dense 

prickles on the skyline ridge. Although there is several instances of turbine overlap and 

blades sets rotating on the skyline ridge which together can generate visual clutter and 

disharmony, the turbines are read as a cohesive cluster with a profile that broadly matches 

that of the underlying ridge. 

557. Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low.     
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539. Viewshed Reference Point 540. Direction of 

View 

541. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

542. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

558. Summary 559. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

560.  561. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

562. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

563. Significance of Visual Impact 

564.  565. Medium low 566. Low 567. Slight 

 

 

568. Viewshed Reference Point 569. Direction of 

View 

570. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

571. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

572. VP21 573. N56 at Mountcharles 574. NE 575. 15.7 km 576. 13 

577. Representative of: • A major route 

• A centre of population 

578. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

579. Medium low 

580. Existing View 581. This is a slightly elevated and vast vista to the northeast from the N56 national secondary 

road as it passes on the inland side of the small settlement of Mountcharles. It should be 

noted that most of the visual amenity enjoyed from the settlement of Mountcharles is 

across Donegal Bay to the south. The view in question is dominated by the broad corridor 

of the N56 road as it sweeps downhill in the direction of Donegal Town. Whilst the 

landscape immediately beyond the road corridor is generally screened by dense roadside 

vegetation, above this can be seen a steeply undulating drumlin farming context across 

the middle ground. In the far distance, the view is contained by the north-eastern extents 

of the Bluestacks range as it meets the Croaghnameal uplands at the Barnesmore Gap. 

To the right of the Gap, the dense bristle of Barnesmore turbines can be seen hugging the 

skyline, whilst further right again are the Meenadreen turbines at a much more noticeable 

scale on direct alignment with the road corridor.    

582. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

583.  

584. The proposed repowering turbines are seen with a marginally increased lateral extent and 

considerably increased vertical extent compared to their existing counterparts. They are 

seen at a comparable or slightly larger scale than the Meenadreen turbines despite being 

slightly further away. Together these two developments combine to make wind energy 

development a more proportionally dominant feature along the distant skyline ridge than in 

the existing scenario, mainly because the existing turbines are simply less noticeable. 

585. Aesthetically, there is a balance between the dense ‘picket fence’ of existing turbines 

hugging the skyline ridge and the more overt, but comprehensible view of fewer larger 

turbines rising well above the skyline. There is a more noticeable degree of turbine overlap 

for the proposed turbines, but at this distance this is only a minor factor that has little 

bearing on visual amenity.  
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568. Viewshed Reference Point 569. Direction of 

View 

570. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

571. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

586. Overall, the increase in visual presence and the resultant contribution to cumulative impact 

in conjunction with the Meenadreen Windfarm is considered to result in a Medium-low 

magnitude of visual impact.  

587. Summary 588. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

589.  590. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

591. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

592. Significance of Visual Impact 

593.  594. Medium low 595. Medium low 596. Moderate slight 

 

 

597. Viewshed Reference Point 598. Direction of 

View 

599. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

600. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

601. VP22 602. N15 at Drumbar 603. NE 604. 10.1 km 605. 11 

606. Representative of: • A major route 

607. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

608. Low 

609. Existing View 610. This is an oblique view to the northeast from a locally raised section of the N15 as it 

passes through drumlin farmland to the south of Donegal Town. Beyond the steeply rolling 

foreground context of fields hedgerows and farmsteads rises undulating upper slopes and 

ridgeline of the Croaghnameal uplands. The extensive Meenadreen Windfarm occupies 

the upper slopes of the nearest section of this upland area, whilst the smaller and more 

distant Barnesmore turbines are much less noticeable above the skyline further to the 

northeast.  

611. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

612.  

613. The proposed repowering turbines will occupy a slightly wider horizontal envelope and 

noticeably taller vertical envelope than the existing windfarm. Although there is only half 

the number of proposed turbines, they are more conspicuous within this scene than the 

existing turbines as they compare in perceived scale to the nearer Meenadreen turbines. 

Together these developments occupy the majority of the visible section of the 

Croaghnameal skyline.  

614. Aesthetically, the proposed turbines appear more compatible with the broad scale of the 

underlying landform and land use pattern than their existing counterparts which appear 

almost under-scaled in this context. The proposed turbines also appear more compatible 

with the Meenadreen turbines in terms of scale, extent and arrangement. However, there 

is a minor degree of scale and contextual confusion due to the similar perceived scale of 

the proposed turbines and the Meenadreen turbines despite the latter being closer to the 

viewer. This can serve to reduce the sense of depth in the scene, but is only a minor issue 

in this instance. 
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597. Viewshed Reference Point 598. Direction of 

View 

599. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

600. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

615. On balance of the factors outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be 

Medium low.      

616. Summary 617. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

618.  619. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

620. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

621. Significance of Visual Impact 

622.  623. Low 624. Medium low 625. Slight 

 

 

626. Viewshed Reference Point 627. Direction of 

View 

628. Distance to 

nearest turbine: 

629. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible: 

630. VP23 631. Local road west of Laghey 632. NE 633. 5.9 km 634. 0 

635. Representative of: • Local community views 

636. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

637. Medium low 

638. Existing View 639. This is a locally elevated view from deep within the rural drumlin landscape inland to the 

east of Donegal Town. It is principally a down-valley south-easterly view enjoyed by a 

series of dwellings on the uphill (northern) side of the road, whereas the view in question is 

uphill to the northeast. This is a relatively short distance aspect of the view that is 

truncated by a combination of terrain and foreground tree-lined hedgerows. There is a 

glimpse view of the partial blades sets of around 6 of the Meenadreen turbines in the 

middle distance against a backdrop of both terrain and sky.     

640. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

641.  

642. Only the blade tips of 2-3 turbines will be potentially visible from here above the forested 

north-eastern skyline ridge. These will be barely noticeable in the context of the nearer and 

more exposed Meenadreen turbines and this is not a key aspect of the view in terms of the 

visual amenity. For these reasons, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be 

Negligible.    

643. Summary 644. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

645.  646. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

647. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

648. Significance of Visual Impact 

649.  650. Medium low 651. Negligible 652. Imperceptible 
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653. Viewshed Reference Point 654. Direction of 

View 

655. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

656. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

657. VP24 658. Donegal Golf Club 659. NE 660. 15.4 km 661. 13 

662. Representative of: • An amenity feature 

663. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

664. Medium 

665. Existing View 666. This is a picturesque inland view from near the clubhouse of Donegal Golf Club, which 

occupies a narrow spit that extends into Donegal Bay to the southwest of Donegal Town. 

Beyond the manicured setting of the golf course in the foreground can be seen the waters 

of Donegal Bay and forested sunken drumlin islands, which soon give way to farmed 

drumlin hills on the mainland. These are set against a distant backdrop of the 

Croaghnameal uplands and Barnesmore Gap. The extensive Meenadreen Windfarm can 

be seen on upper slopes at the nearest, south-western, end of this upland area, whilst the 

Barnesmore turbines are barely discernible above a more distant section of skyline to the 

right of Barnesmore Gap.     

667. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

668.  

669. The proposed repowering turbines have a similar lateral extent to the existing Barnesmore 

turbines, but a noticeably increased vertical extent that makes them more prominent within 

the view despite their fewer number. They combine with the Meenadreen turbines to 

occupy a considerable portion of upland skyline, albeit in the context of a broad 

mountainous skyline across the north-eastern quarters of the view. Whereas the existing 

turbines are considered to have a minimal visual presence in the context of this extensive 

view, the proposed turbines are deemed to be sub-dominant. 

670. The comparable scale of the proposed Barnesmore turbines and those of the Meenadreen 

Windfarm means that they appear compatible, although there may be some degree of 

scale confusion because the Meenadreen turbines are actually closer. This effect is 

ameliorated by the contextual separation between the developments as the Meenadreen 

turbines occur on the upper and mid slopes of the nearest section of uplands and the 

Barnesmore turbines rise above a more distant ridgetop. There are few instances of 

turbine overlap in the proposed turbine array and its profile closely mimics the underlying 

ridge. 

Overall, the magnitude of impact is deemed to be Low.  

671. Summary 672. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

673.  674. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

675. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

676. Significance of Visual Impact 

677.  678. Medium 679. Low 680. Slight 
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681. Viewshed Reference Point 682. Direction of 

View 

683. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

684. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

685. VP25 686. B72 at Shanvia 687. NW 688. 18.6 km 689. 13 

690. Representative of: • Major route 

691. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

692. Medium low 

693. Existing View 694. This is a broad vista across a shallow upland valley contained in forestry, marginal grazing 

and improved grassland with a relatively extensive windfarm occupying the opposing 

ridge. In the far distance can be seen the ridgeline of the of the Bluestacks Mountains and 

set below this are the small-scale turbines of the Barnesmore Windfarm on the same 

alignment as the nearer windfarm.   

695. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

696.  

697. All of the proposed turbines will be visible above the same section of distant ridgeline as 

their existing counterparts, but rising in silhouette against the sky where they will have a 

low degree of contrast, especially at this distance. Because they occur on the same 

alignment as the nearer windfarm, the effect is an increase in the intensity of wind energy 

development in this north-westerly section of the view rather than increased extent. 

Nonetheless, the visual presence of repowered windfarm is noticeably greater than the 

existing windfarm. 

698. The key visual effects relate to the relationship with the nearer windfarm through which the 

proposed turbines are visible. The relative scale of the turbines (small / modest distance 

versus tall / far distance) results in a perceived reduction in the depth of the scene as the 

Barnesmore turbines almost appear as a seamless continuation into the distance of the 

nearer development. Whilst this may cause some degree of scale / contextual confusion 

for those examining the relationship, to a casual observer the relationship is likely to 

appear cohesive. 

699. On balance of the factors outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be 

Low.         

700. Summary 701. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

702.  703. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

704. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

705. Significance of Visual Impact 

706.  707. Medium low 708. Low 709. Slight 

 

 

710. Viewshed Reference Point 711. Direction 

of View 

712. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

713. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

714. VP26 
715. Station Island Pilgrimage site in Lough 

Derg 
716. NNW 

717. 9.5 km 718. 1 

719. Representative of: • A place of spiritual reflection and contemplation 
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710. Viewshed Reference Point 711. Direction 

of View 

712. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

713. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

• A tourist feature 

720. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

721. Very High 

722. Existing View 723. This view is obtained from the northern side of the island that contains the monastic 

pilgrimage site in the middle of Lough Derg. It is understood that the monastic island hosts 

pilgrims during the summer months who slowly circulate the island visiting the Stations of 

the Cross. Whilst it is a relatively contained and introspective setting within the various 

chapels and buildings on the island, it is strongly influenced by the tranquillity of the wider 

landscape setting. This consists of the waters of Lough Derg throughout the fore-to-middle 

distance and then the forested and farmed hills that enclose the Lough. There are very few 

built structures visible within the wider landscape setting other than wind turbines 

penetrating just above the skyline ridges to the north and northeast where they do little to 

compromise the remote tranquillity of the setting.       

724. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

725.  

726. Whereas only some of the Meenadreen turbines are currently visible above the skyline 

ridge to the northwest, the blades and blade tips of around 6 of the proposed repowering 

turbines at Barnesmore will penetrate just above the forested ridge to the north. They will 

be seen with a low degree of contrast against a backdrop of sky and are less noticeable 

than the Meenadreen turbines further west along a bare section of the same ridgeline. In 

this context the visual presence of the proposed turbines is deemed to be sub-dominant to 

minimal.   

727. Aesthetically it is not ideal for turbine blades to rotate on a skyline ridge, particularly 

without their hubs being visible, but this effect is balanced by the low degree of visual 

presence and the clearer view of Meenadreen blade sets, which provide clearer context to 

all of the turbines on the northern skyline. Although the intensity and extent of wind energy 

development is marginally increased by the proposed turbines, they are adding to an 

established land use within this view that does not materially detract from the tranquillity 

experienced on the monastic island.   

728. On balance of the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be 

Low-negligible.    

729. Summary 730. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

731.  732. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

733. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

734. Significance of Visual Impact 

735.  736. Very high 737. Low-negligible  738. Moderate-slight 
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739. Viewshed Reference Point 740. Direction of 

View 

741. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

742. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

743. VP26a 744. Visitors Centre Pier at Lough Derg 745. NNW 746. 10.1 km 747. 6 

748. Representative of: • A place of spiritual reflection and contemplation 

• A tourist feature 

749. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

750. High 

751. Existing View 752. The viewing context at this location is very similar to that described above in respect of the 

view from the monastic island in the middle of Lough Derg. That being, the Lough and 

several small wooded islands occupying the fore-to-middle distance and enclosure 

provided thereafter by farmed forested and moorland slopes below a modest ridge that 

hosts 6 turbines from the Meenadreen Windfarm. However, the main difference is that the 

principle focus of this view is the highly developed monastic island itself which serves as 

the ornate centrepiece of the Lough. This view is enjoyed by the majority of people who 

visit Lough Derg, but not the monastic island and this is why two views have been used to 

represent Lough Derg as a visual receptor.    

753. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

754.  

755. This view is set back from the skyline ridge to a greater extent than from the monastic 

island and therefore, there is a slightly more exposed view of the blades and partial blade 

sets of 10 of the proposed repowering turbines above the forested section of ridge to the 

north. However, they are a minor background feature in the context of the view of the 

monastic island and even the Meenadreen turbines, which are closer to the alignment of 

the monastic island. For these reasons, the visual presence of the proposed turbines is 

deemed to be sub-dominant to minimal within the overall view. 

756. Although the view of turbine blades rotating on the skyline is not aesthetically optimal, as it 

can be ambiguous, this effect is ameliorated by the clearer view of northernmost 

Barnesmore turbines (near full blade sets) and the Meenadreen turbines further south. The 

proposed turbines represent the minor intensification and spread of a familiar form of 

development around the perimeter skyline of Lough Derg. However, this is not a form of 

development that conflicts with the sense of tranquillity in this setting. 

757. For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low-

negligible.      

758. Summary 759. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

760.  761. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

762. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

763. Significance of Visual Impact 

764.  765. High 766. Low-negligible  767. Slight 
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768. Viewshed Reference Point 769. Direction of 

View 

770. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

771. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

772. VP27 773. R232 at Trumman West 774. NNE 775. 10.3 km 776. 4 

777. Representative of: • A major route 

778. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

779. Low 

780. Existing View 781. This is a channelled view along the R232 road corridor to the northeast. Whilst the 

foreground is relatively enclosed, the landscape of the Croaghnameal uplands opens up in 

the distance. The land cover within view alters from rough grazing in the foreground setting 

to mountain moorland and forestry in the distance. The blades sets of around 8-10 of the 

Meenadreen turbines can be seen rising above a middle distance ridgeline, whilst the 

small scale partial blade sets of 4 of the Barnesmore turbines can just be made out on the 

distant skyline further north.  

782. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

783.  

784. The blade set of one of the proposed repower turbines and the partial blade sets and 

blades of around 7 more will be seen rising above the same section of distant ridgeline as 

their existing counterparts, albeit with a wider lateral extent. The vertical envelope is more 

noticeably increased and the proposed turbines are presented at similar scale to the 

nearer Meenadreen turbines, Thus, wind energy development is now perceived to occupy 

most of the distant skyline in this channelled view. 

785. Aesthetically, there is a much more cohesive balance of scale between the proposed 

turbines and the Meenadreen turbines. Indeed, they read as part of the same extensive 

development. There is some potential for scale / contextual confusion because the 

proposed turbines are further away, but present at a similar scale to the Meenadreen 

turbines. However, this effect is limited by the difficulty in reading the context and distance 

to the various skyline ridges because much of the intervening landscape is screened from 

view. 

786. Overall, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low.  

787. Summary 788. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

789.  790. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

791. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

792. Significance of Visual Impact 

793.  794. Low 795. Low 796. Slight imperceptible 

 

 

797. Viewshed Reference Point 798. Direction of 

View 

799. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

800. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

801. VP28 802. Local road at Barr of Ballynacarnick 803. NNE 804. 14.3 km 805. 4 

806. Representative of: • Amenity Feature (Kingfisher Cycle Route) 
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797. Viewshed Reference Point 798. Direction of 

View 

799. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

800. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

807. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

808. Medium 

809. Existing View 810. This is a vast view to the north across a tundra-like plateau landscape of rough grazing, 

moorland, and forestry interspersed with occasional farmsteads and wind turbines. The 

fore-to-middle ground is principally a low intensity farmed landscape and the background 

containing the other upland land uses. The uppermost ridges of the Bluestacks range 

around Barnesmore Gap can be seen rising above intervening ridgelines in the far 

distance, however the existing Barnesmore turbines are not visible. Instead the wind 

energy development in view consists of around 25 of the Meenadreen turbines, from blade 

tips to full machines beyond the middle ground of this view.    

811. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

812.  

813. Nearly all of the proposed Barnesmore repowering turbines will be visible from here to 

varying degrees ranging from one full blade set to just blade tips. These are seen through 

and beyond the Meenadreen turbines, but at a comparable scale (due to larger 

dimensions) such that they appear as part of a single development. Thus, the proposed 

turbines add to the intensity of distant wind energy development and marginally to the 

vertical imprint, but overall, this is a very minor increase in the visual presence of such 

development in this section of the view.    

814. On balance it is considered that the cohesion between the proposed turbines and the 

Meenadreen turbines outweighs any sense of scale or contextual confusion arising from 

the comparable scale of turbines that are actually separated by a reasonable distance in 

the direction of the view. The proposed turbines add to the intensity of an established 

feature of the view, but without particular consequence for the visual amenity experienced 

at this location.   

For the reasons outlined above, the magnitude of visual impact is deemed to be Low-

negligible.  

815. Summary 816. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

817.  818. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

819. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

820. Significance of Visual Impact 

821.  822. Medium 823. Low-negligible  824. Slight-imperceptible 

 

 

825. Viewshed Reference Point 826. Direction of 

View 

827. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

828. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

829. VP29 830. Procklis Road at Bigwood 831. NW 832. 17.1 km 833. 3 

834. Representative of: • Amenity Feature (Kingfisher Cycle Route) 

835. Receptor 

Sensitivity 

836. Medium low 
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825. Viewshed Reference Point 826. Direction of 

View 

827. Distance to 

nearest turbine 

828. Number of 

turbine nacelles 

visible 

837. Existing View 838. This is fairly contained view from a section of the Kingfisher cycle route just to the east of 

the settlement of Pettigo. It is a lush and verdant scene across good quality pasture within 

a matrix of mature hedgerows. There is a glimpse of around 6 turbines from the 

Meenadreen Windfarm above the skyline in the uphill view to the northwest, but these are 

barely noticeable to the casual observer.   

839. Visual Impact of 

Repowered 

Barnesmore 

Windfarm 

840. Only the blades of a couple of the proposed turbines are potentially visible from here 

between sections of skyline vegetation and are very unlikely to be noticed by a casual 

observer. Even if they are, they will not have a material bearing on visual amenity and 

consequently, the magnitude of visual presence will be Negligible.     

841. Summary 842. Based on the assessment criteria and matrices outlined in section 11.2.6.2 the significance 

of visual impact is summarised below. 

843.  844. Visual Receptor 

Sensitivity 

845. Visual Impact 

Magnitude 

846. Significance of Visual Impact 

847.  848. Medium low 849. Negligible  850. Imperceptible 

 


